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Melhorn Sales, Service & Trucking Company to Break Ground in Van Wert

Legacy poultry company brings 68 years of service, innovation and community-minded values to
the region.

VAN WERT, Ohio — The Van Wert Area Economic Development Corporation will host a
groundbreaking ceremony for Melhorn’s new facility at 3 p.m. Tuesday, June 3, at the corner of
John Brown Road and Production Drive in Van Wert.

Melhorn Sales, Service & Trucking Company, a family-owned business with roots dating back to
1957, is expanding its operations into the Midwest. The Pennsylvania-based company specializes
in poultry transport, flock management, vaccinating, and bird handling services and currently
operates in 28 states across the country. The company contributes its growth to its customer
base—“We've continued to grow by following the opportunities our customers have trusted us
with, and for that, we are truly grateful,” said Astin Melhorn, Melhorn Trucking Company’s
president and owner.

“This year marks Melhorn’s 60th anniversary in poultry hauling — a truly remarkable
milestone,” said Melhorn. “From my father’s humble beginnings to where we stand today, it’s
been an incredible adventure. We’ve reached this point because of the hard work, dedication and
resilience of everyone who has been part of our journey. My family and I are honored to be part
of this expansion into the Midwest.”

In Melhorn’s commitment to be a good neighbor, they’ve designed the new facility with Van
Wert in mind, including a three-baffle solid separator to not interfere with the local septic system.
The Van Wert facility will include on-site sanitation infrastructure, such as shower-in/shower-out



stations, job-specific clothing, and state-of-the-art custom trailer and cart washing systems. All
company vehicles are also equipped with onboard disinfectant sprayers.

“Biosecurity isn’t just a box we check — it’s central to everything we do,” Melhorn said. “We go
above and beyond to protect the farms and partners we serve.”

Brent Stevens, executive director of the Van Wert Area Economic Development Corporation,
worked closely with the company to bring the project to the community.

“Melhorn’s decision to invest in Van Wert is a testament to the strength of our workforce, the
quality of our infrastructure and our welcoming community,” Stevens said. “This project brings
not only jobs but a legacy of excellence in agricultural services. We’re proud to welcome a
company so deeply rooted in values of quality, safety and innovation.”

The facility is expected to support around 40 jobs in the Van Wert area, including roles for bird
handlers, biosecurity personnel, diesel mechanics, truck drivers, and a site manager. Hiring
timelines will be announced as construction progresses but those with interest can begin sending
their resumes to Human Resources Director, Korina King by contacting her at
Korina.King@ParagonPoultry.com.

About the Van Wert Area Economic Development Corporation

The Van Wert Area Economic Development Corporation (VWAEDC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
organization dedicated to promoting and retaining businesses while implementing solutions that
drive investment and facilitate job creation throughout Van Wert County, Ohio. Formed in 2017
through a collaboration of city and county officials, VWAEDC administers key programs such as
the Revolving Loan Fund, Van Wert County Land Reutilization Corporation, and Van Wert
Works. The organization partners with local leaders, educators, and businesses to strengthen the
region’s economic vitality. For more information, visit vanwerted.com.

About Melhorn Sales, Service & Trucking Company

Founded in 1957, Melhorn has grown from a small family business into a national leader in
poultry hauling and bird services. Now under the leadership of Astin Melhorn—who officially
purchased the company and took ownership in 2015—the company remains deeply committed to
innovation, animal welfare, biosecurity, and operational excellence. Astin holds both a Certified
Poultry Technician designation and a CDL Class A license, reflecting the company’s hands-on,
lead-by-example culture. Melhorn’s affiliated entities are supported by Paragon Poultry
Management Group, a shared-services company that provides centralized support in human
resources, logistics, finance, infrastructure and technology. Together, the Melhorn family of
companies continues to set industry standards while expanding its presence across the country.
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